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en hours long. The shortness of Jupiter's nights are com-
pensated by the existence of four moons, or satellites, which
revolve around this planet, and give it permanent light. This
illumination by reflection, added to very long twilights,
must make Jupiter's nights nearly equal to the day in
brightness.

Though Jupiter suffers under the disadvantage of very
short days, it has on the other hand the inappreciable ad-
vantage of perfect equality in the length of its days and,
nights, and of that of the four seasons over all its parallels.
The axis of Jupiter Y's hardly at all oblique, and therefore
Jupiter, like the planet Saturn, enjoys a sort of perpetual
spring, that is to say, an equable distribution of solar heat and
light along the same degrees of latitude. Jupiter, unlike Mars
and Venus, has no vicissitudes of seasons, no sudden and pain-
ful transitions from cold to heat in the same place. The cli-
mates are invariable in each latitude, and the seasons are
hardly discernible.

The globe of Saturn is 734 times larger than that of the
Earth, and is 364,000,000 leagues from the Sun. It takes
thirty years to perform its revolution around the central star,
and its year is therefore thirty times as long as ours.

Saturn, like Jupiter, has very short days. It revolves on
its axis in ten hours, so that its day and night respectively are
but five hours. But it has eight moons, or satellites, which
accompany it, and give it light, thus, as in the case of Jupiter,
supplementing the shortness of its days. There is hardly any
obliquity of the axis of Saturn, so that its days and nights